RESULTS   OF   THE 'BOGOMILE  HERESY.         149

from the mystical teachings of the Bogomiles, and
this curious lore was disseminated from Bulgaria
through Russia and the Balkan lands. But the
political results of the heresy were even more serious.
It added yet another to the thorny theological ques-
tions which divided the Christians of South-eastern
Europe against each other. Two new parties were
thus formed, and at a later period, when nothing but
unity could have saved the Balkan nationalities from
the victorious march of Islam, they were separated
and split asunder by their own religious differences.

Boris II., who succeeded his father Peter upon the
death of the latter in 969, found himself surrounded
by difficulties. The Russians, under their redoubt-
able chief, Sviatoslav, having once tasted the delights
of a warmer climate, were not likely to remain in
their capital of KiefF. David, son of Sis man, \\rho
now styled himself Czar of West Bulgaria, seized the
opportunity of Boris's absence in Constantinople to
attack the eastern half of the country. With a
promptitude worthy of Simeon, Boris hurried back
and repulsed the usurper David. But the threatened
Russian invasion was much more serious. This time
Sviatoslav came with the intention of staying. He
told his mother Olga that he had resolved to move
his throne from Kieff to Preslavec, on the Danube,
where he had pitched his winter quarters on his
former expedition. The site of Preslavec, which
must not be confounded with Simeon's capital of
Preslav on the northern slopes of the Balkans, is
now lost; but it must have seemed to the hardy
Northmen a veritable paradise. Sviatoslav de-